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A T a period when our Navigation and Comiticrce are ſo flou- 
riſhing as at once to outſtrip compariſon and to defy competition, a 
Publication, profeſſedly calculated to diffuſe a more general Know- 
ledge of thoſe Laws and Regulations, by which Great Britain has 
attained to ſuch an unparalleled elevation of Commercial Splendour 
and Naval Renown, cannot but be an object of general and particu- 
lar intereſt: It is an obiect of general intereſt, as far as relates to 
thoſe, who, comparatively leſs the immediate object of the opera- 

ion of theſe Acts, may be nevertheleſs deſirous of acquiring a 
knowledge of the Marine Code of the firſt Maritime and Commer- 
cial State upon this Globe; and it will be found particularly u- 
tereſting, and of peculiar utility, to thoſe numerous and reſpectable 
claſſes of individuals, whether conſidered as Merchants, ShipOwners, 
Officers of the Revenue, and others, who, intereſted and bound by 
the operation of theſe Acts, may find it neceflary to conſult the 
Marine Laws, as a Practical Guide in their ſeveral and reſpective 
ſpheres of avocation. 

But not only to the Merchant, the Ship Owner, the Officer of the 
Cuſtoms, and every other claſs of individuals, immediately or re- 
motely connected with the maritime ſtate, but in a very peculiar 
degree to the OrricERS oF THE RovaL Navy, a Work of this 
nature will be found moſt uſeful; for to this latter valuable: clats 
of individuals, a knowledge of theſs Laws has hitherto been of 

difficult acquirement. 
In the Statutes relating to the Admiralty (the RE publication 
which bears any reſemblance to the preſent), the Heads introduced 
are not ſo numerous, nor of ſuch extenſive intereſt as thoſe which 
have been here detailed; neither is the volume ſo portable, or its 
contents fo eaſy of reference, 
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It is well known, that the quarto Volume containing the Statutes 
relating to the Admiralty, and the information therein contained, is 
confined only to the Flag Officers and Commanders of his Majeſty's Navy : 
the intent, therefore, of the preſent Publication, is to communi. 


cate to every deſcription of perſons in the Rorar Navy a know- 


ledge of thoſe Laws by which their intereſts may be affected; thoſe 
Laws which they are ſometimes called to enforce, and which, as at 
all times they are bound to obey, they muſt be guilty of culpable 
negligence if they do not endeavour to underſtand, 

This Publication, therefore, may be conſidered as a compendious 
Marine Law LIBRARY, where all the moſt intereſting Heads of 
Marine Law are ſelected and alphabetically arranged ; containing a 

reater Variety of Topics than is to be found in the Statutes relat- 
bo to the Admiralty, and rendering acceſſible to all, that know. 
ledge of Marine Juriſprudence, which, according to the preſent regu- 
lations, has been confined to a particular deſcription of individuals. 

As all Books, which are intended to convey practical Inſtruction, 
ought to poſſeſs ſuch a Facility of Reference that the required infor- 
mation may be almoſt inſtantaneouſly communicated, the Alphabeti- 
cal Order of Arrangement has been adopted, and the Clauſes and 
numerical References to the ſeveral Acts placed in the Margin ; ſo 
that this Volume, whilſt it contains all the Subſtance of the Statutes 
of the Admiralty, detached from the technical phraſeology of Legiſla- 
tion, may ſerve as a copions Index to thoſe who wiſh more minutely 
either to conſult the Collection of Statutes relating to the Admiralty, 
or the more numerous volumes of the Statutes at Large. 

The ſeveral Acts of Parliament relating to each Head, which is 
a diſtin& Abſtract of the Laws relative to that ſubject, have been 
traced in chronological order from their commencement down to 
the prefent time, and a brief Prefatory Exordium has been prefixed 
ro each Head; ſo that thoſe Improvements which legiſlative Wiſe 


dom has from time to time introduced, may be traced progreſſively 


from the period of their commencement down to the preſent diſ- 
tinguiſhed ZEra of Naval Glory and Commercial Proſperity, 
which is at once the awe and aſtoniſhment of the World. 

Amongſt various intereſting Subjects comprized in this Volume 
will be found the following : 


ADMIRALTY. LAND, SouTH Sfra, | PLANTATIONS, 
APPRENTICES, THaMEs, BriTIsn, | PRIVATEERS. 
ARTICLES OF WAR. OrsTER, MAcxEREL. | PRIZES, 

BALLAST. GREENWICH HOSPI- | QUARANTINE. 
BULLiON. | TAL. SEAMEN, 

BUM BOATS. i GUNPOWDER. | MEexcnant Senvics, 
BURNING SHIPS, HOVERING. | Navy. 

CANVASS. HARBOURS. } SEAMENS WAGES, 
COASTING TRADE, IMPRESSING, SEDUCING ARTIFI. 
CORDAGE. | INSURANCE. | - CERES. 

CONVOYS. , LONGITUDE. | SMUGGLING. 
COURTS MARTIAL. | MANIFEST. | WATERMEN. 
CUSTOMS. {| NAVIGATION ACTS. | WOOL. 

DESERTERS. NAVAL STORES. | WET DOCKS. 
FISHERIES, — Gxreen-| PILOTS. ' WRECK. 


LAND, NEWTOUN D- PIRACY. 
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